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T Just Mud—No Scandal |

HE how} about copditions &t fhe deberkation camp at |
T Brest seems to be a sss¢ pot exactly of much ade about |
nothing, but muth sde about mud Soldiers who have come
back 10 El Paso and sther places in the soathwest correbo- |
rite the ameytions of Gen Pershumg (Rat wiile Brest is
got iEsal, it is far from being as srmy scandal Congree=
rane who have hinted st outragecus conditioms at Bresi
ge=re {o have pothing wery much to back them up. Prob-!
ably thoy have been meceiving leiters from soldier comstit-|
nents whs, champing at the bit =hile they await traosport
bomme, grumble and then wyile s letter home about it

From ali accounts, Brest is ome ez of mod when it
1aine, which is muck of the time. It is deep, sticky mud
and the mad in everywhere except un the cobble paved
styeets. Howewver, the solfiess reach their barracks by
walking on duckboards such sz were used in the boltoms
af trrmches and they 4o not get in the mud unless they
slep off the boards :

Unrdoubtedly the gloominess of the piace, the wemingly
poending rain and the mdd have a depresming eifect en
the poldiers, but it does not ssem that they lack.for ade-
guate sanitation, plemty of gosd food, warm clothing ot
comfortable barmacks

Brest became the Ametican port, after we entersd the
war, becawse it was fhe only dsep water French harbor
svaitable for uz Grest American dockage faclitics were
comstrocted thexe. The Americn military railroad system
radintes from there Troops wete landed there and wemt
theace to training areas fromm which, in turn, they weme |
sest to the fromt. Supplizs were landed thers and trame |
perted by rail to the variows vast warethsuses which the |
Americans built, Hrest was t(he focal point of all™these
activities and when it came to withdrawiegy American
troops and supphrs, there was no pert through which to
withdmaw Lhem but Brest

We sre assured that while Brest ig nut exacily heavenly, |
it is begter than it was when the (voops went threugh it o3 |
their way 1o way, camping there until they conld get trame |
sortation to trainieg cacps, [t was soree then thap new,|
bBut there was no complaint then, The men were all keyed |
up to Hght and physical inconveniencas weln unnoticed

The Ametican soldier will grumble when he kaa nolh-
ing betier fo eogage his attention, and it is notably true
that b2 sever lkes any place for long unless g war iy on. |
The kicks abount Brest remsind ese of the objurgations cun- |
cerming El Faso in 1918, the “igtolerahle™ festure of El
Faso at that time being as occasional windstorm.

And sx we were upabie to stop the windstorms, go (he

y army comemand can hardly be beld respensible for the mu

at Brest, |
et

| $75.000.000 For Texas Roads ||
i pow seemsz certsin ihar the people of Texas will be

l called upon to wete appreval or rejection of a proposad
congtituiisnal amendment suthorizing the leginlature o
soe siate bondn in 1B sum of 965,000,000 for the pur-
pese of constructing 2 stste road systamn )

The ioint resclutios to that effect, iulroduced by 1ep-
resesiztive Laney, of Dallas has been adopled by the
keuse and favorebly reporisd for adopliom by the semate |
Represenistive Adrian Pool of El Paso hay been much in-
teregted in the mbtorss of the amendment and he spoke iz
behalf of the resoluticn when it came op in the howse Tf
be and other backers of the kig road program sxpected o
hard fght they must have been agreeadly disappointed, for
Hftle cpposition developed in the bouss and from presest
same wiil b troe of (be senate

It is intendes to match thiz fund with fedetal money te
be distribgted r'sr pood romds comstruction uweder the Bank-
kead bill, mow pending in congress. The purpuse iy to give
Texas # system of dumable, bard suriaced roade

Texss 15 5o big that there will sever be 3 comprehen.
sive road wysiem unless the atate votes bomds for it anmé
re will be mo particpstion in the federal {umds prless
sfats i prepered to mztel Uncle Szm's meaey.
Thiz ought to be zo evident ax to eliminate sny doubs
of the way the voting will go when the people corme to bal-
let on the arsesdment.

H

————— e =z
__ Press dlspatches say presidest Wilson is silent on the
h problesy prowing again (hat the presifient knows
= [0 be discrest. :

o

wilern clique s aliowed at liberty!
== =
The utmoet oplimist i the candidste oy the eve

o=,

wf clec-

In Germany they commt that day lost whose low de-
stending sun sees oo official shot mor new revoll degusm.

zache Villa's memoifs will dozbiless state he was wo-

able 15 meet Gen. Pershiog st Bachinabs in 1916 becauss of
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Criticion of the league of mations plan would be more |
ietfective if the critics bad anything to suggest in its place. |
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